CHRISTIAN ETHICS 41G

SCHOOL INITIATED COURSE

PHILOSOPHY:

Steinbach Christian High School exists to provide a quality education with a Christian 

perspective that emphasizes the development of the total person; intellectual, physical,

social and emotional, and spiritual.  Our spiritual mission is important to us and it 

involves the following:

1. To encourage each student to a faith commitment to Christ and a vibrant 

    Christian walk.

2. To provide courses designed to inspire a love for scripture, promote Biblical 

    knowledge, develop sound Bible study methods and encourage acceptance 

    of the teachings of the Bible as authoritative in faith and life.

3. To help students develop a well-informed appreciation of their Christian 

    heritage in the Evangelical-Anabaptist tradition.

COURSE AIM:

To provide students with the tools they need to apply Biblical principles to life’s choices.
COURSE RATIONALE:

Our Grade 12 students have completed three or four years with us and are now 

preparing to move on to other opportunities.  Being adults, they are now 

responsible for their own decisions.  It is responsible on the part of the school to 

provide them with tools and models by which they will be able to make Christian 
decisions if they so choose.  The emphasis of this course is to provide them with 

these tools and give them an opportunity to practice using these tools in a 

relatively safe environment.  This course will also provide them with a safe place to question and wrestle with their own ethical issues.  It is not intended to tell them what to do as that does not prepare them for independent decision making.

GENERAL AND SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES

The students will ...

1. Identify the issues of ethics and morality that face them currently and in the near future as they 

graduate from High School.

1.1
Create a listing of ethical and moral issues individually, in groups, and with the

entire class.

1.2
Discuss the relative importance of each issue and decide as a class which of these issues are the most important.

1.3
Record the listing for future reference.

2.Research in both secular and Christian media to discover the diversity of arguments on any 

particular ethical or moral issue.

2.1
Collect five articles representative of a variety of perspectives on a particular

ethical or moral issue.

2.2
Identify the main argument of each article in report form.

3. Critique relativism as a new fundamental philosophy in our society.

3.1
Determine right from wrong for each of the issues on their issues list.

3.2
Compare their list with others.

3.3
Question their authority to determine right from wrong.

3.4
Define relativism.

3.5
Investigate the Biblical text to determine the dawn and fruits of relativism.

3.6
Criticize cultural relativism.

3.7
Take relativism to its logical conclusion.

4. Justify the criteria for an absolute standard of right and wrong.

4.1
Design a process by which to create an absolute standard.

4.2
List the criteria of an absolute standard of truth as being objective, universal, 

and constant.

4.3
Compare/contrast various “potential” standards of truth to the Biblical standard.

5. Examine one Biblical pattern by which God has revealed Himself to humans.

5.1
Differentiate between precepts and principles.

5.2
Appreciate that learning God’s precepts and principles as outlined in the Bible reveal to us His person and draw us into relationship with Him.

5.3
Recognize that God provides for us and protects us through our obedience of

His precepts and principles.

5.4
Apply this pattern to the same ethical issue that was researched earlier to determine what can be learned about the person of God from His precepts and principles.

6.Evaluate a Biblical decision making process that can serve as a guideline in any given ethical or moral circumstance. 

6.1
Consider the choice that one always has in any decision.

6.2
Compare that choice to God by identifying the precepts and principles in the Bible

that speak to that choice.  

6.3
Commit to His way.  Choosing between our way and His way.

6.4
Articulate a personal manifesto that outlines a commitment to make right choices.

6.5
Count on God’s protection and provision as described in the Bible.

7. Apply and demonstrate mastery in using that Biblical decision making process to certain ethical and moral situations.

7.1
Apply the Biblical decision making process to the topic of honesty.

7.2
Apply the Biblical decision making process to the topic of Christian love.

7.3
Apply the Biblical decision making process to the topic of pre-marital sex.

7.4
Demonstrate mastery in using the Biblical decision making process in each

of the afore-mentioned situations.

7.5
Question the Biblical decision making process.

7.6
Articulate concerns about the Biblical decision making process.

8.Appreciate that truth is more than a set of rules.  Christian truth involves a relationship with

   the Person of Jesus Christ.

8.1
Appreciate that the purpose of the Biblical decision making model is to clarify

and strengthen our relationship with Jesus Christ, who loves us,  and to help us to live in right relationship with Him.

8.2
Identify that our purpose in life is to love God and glorify Him.

8.3
Infer that taking a stand for Christian truth involves a journey made up of 

choices, tensions, failures, submission, and obedience.

8.4
Develop a model describing the two-way relationship we can have with God.

10.Articulate their own personal response to the decision making process and the presuppositions 

regarding Biblical authority.

10.1
Journal regularly in response to the course material; questioning, critiquing, 

supporting, challenging, etc.

11. Interact with each other through discussion and dialogue that is constructive.

11.1
Share responses with other group members.

11.2
Challenge each other’s responses.

11.3
Reconstruct responses.

11.4
Respect each other’s responses

12. Memorize Biblical passages that will help them in their decision making processes.

COURSE OUTLINE:

TOPICS TO BE COVERED:




Time Allotment:

1.  Contemporary issues of ethics and morality.


10 hours

2.  Relativism







 5 hours

3.  An Absolute Standard of Right and Wrong


 5 hours

4.  Precepts, Principals, and Person: A Pattern of Revelation
 5 hours

5.  Consider, Compare, Commit, Count On: A Biblical Model 

     of Decision Making





10 hours

6.  Honesty







 5 hours

7.  Christian Love






 5 hours

8.  Pre-Marital Sex






 5 hours

9.  Truth Has A Name - Jesus





 5 hours

INSTRUCTIONAL APPROACHES AND STRATEGIES:

The class will be very discussion oriented with many opportunities for class discussion as

well as for smaller group discussion.  The workbook, Out of the Moral Maze will be 

used as a guide and students will interact with it as a class, in groups, and individually.

Students will be challenged to think critically and to move beyond their comfort levels.
Other resources will also be used to challenge students as discussion starters.

SUGGESTED LEARNING RESOURCES:

The Bible (various translations)

Out of the Moral Maze, Josh McDowell  - workbook for groups and individuals

Current Media

Videos

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION:
One of the purposes of this course is to provide students with a Biblical decision making 

model that they will use.  Whether they will actually use it or not is a choice that they will 

make outside of the course and therefore cannot be evaluated.  However, their ability to 

use the model that they have interacted with can be measured.  Another purpose is to 

strengthen their love for, and commitment to, Jesus Christ.  This too is difficult to 

measure in a quantitative  way.  The following methods will be used to assess and



       evaluate the students.



Metacognitive reflection strategies


group discussions



Differentiated learning methods – KWL, Discussion Webs, TOWER, Venn diagrams

quizzes


tests


assignments

exams

research assignments

journals

Scripture memorization

workbook assignments
class discussions
presentations to peers
critical thinking and interaction with the material
peer evaluation
One third of their mark will be based on the work in the first half of the semester, one third on the second half of the semester, and the final third on the exam mark.  There will be no exemptions for the final exam as it is a Grade 12 credit course.
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