Uberleben im 20.
Jahrhundert:

Die Geschichte von meine Oma und
ihre Familie

Survival in the 20th Century : The story of my Oma
and her family

(These are my Oma’s sisters Maria and Lydia and their children. The photo was
taken in the latter 1950”s in eastern Russia. They were in an area of Germany
occupied by Russian troops when World War II ended — the rest of the family was
in an American controlled area — and were sent back into far eastern Russia. They
have since emigrated to Germany.)



Introduction: My ancestors

If I were to trace back my family tree to about 1860, I would find that all my
ancestors came from what was the Russian Empire at the time. Their ancestors migrated
to Russia during the 17 and 18" centuries, many as the result of Catherine the Great’s
promise of land and a new life for immigrants from Western Europe. Most of my
grandparents’ grandparents came from a Lutheran or Mennonite background!, all of them
spoke German, and almost all of them were born in various parts of the Russian Empire.
Beginning in the late 1800’s many of my ancestors slowly began to migrate to Canada
and the United States, where they settled in Manitoba and North Dakota.

Three out of my four grandparents were born in North America. My Grandfather
(on my mother’s side), Frank Koop was born near Kleefeld in Southeastern Manitoba. He
is of Mennonite background (Kleine Gemeinde — now the Evangelical Mennonite
Church) and resides in Calgary, Alberta. My Grandmother (also on my mother’s side)
Mavis Schimke was born in the United States in Harvey, North Dakota. Her parents
belonged to a Baptist Church. She died in 1993 of lymphoma when I was only three years
old. My Opa, Diedrich Boschmann, was born in Stuartburn, Manitoba and has lived on
the family farm his entire life. His father’s background was the Old Colony (or
Reinlander) Mennonite Church but his mother was Lutheran. The last (but not least) of
my grandparents is my Oma, Adina Schroeder, who was born in the Ukraine in a
Lutheran family and only came to Canada after WWIL.

All of my grandparents’ stories have been affected by the major events that
shaped the 20" century. My Grandfather and his father were both sick in the great

Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918, My Opa’s grandfather died in it. All were swept up, in one

' My father is researching this, and he thinks some may have been Baptists, even in Russia.



































































































