
thought and strong argu-

ments for both sides. 

 While reading the 

articles, keep an open 

mind and consider the 

value of the points the 

authors are making. 

So as you enjoy 

the beauty of spring; the 

colorful flowers, planting 

a garden, seeing that first 

robin, or the opening day 

of fishing season, remem-

ber the One who spoke 

the world into existence 

and the Creator of new 

life. Our Igniter team 

wishes you a joyful 

spring, and we hope that 

you enjoy our paper! 

Here at the Liter-

ary Committee, we‘re ex-

cited to release our spring 

issue without the all-too-

familiar sights and sounds 

of an extended winter. No, 

spring seems to be in full 

bloom quite early this 

year. The Canada geese 

are returning and the trees 

are budding! Along with 

spring comes some famil-

iar holidays like Easter, 

April Fools‘ Day and 

Earth Day. In this issue of 

the Igniter, we have in-

cluded an in-depth report 

on the fun of April Fools‘ 

Day, which includes a list 

of ideas for practical 

jokes. We have also man-

aged to get an exclusive in-

terview with SCHS art 

teacher, Mr.Polinsky, con-

cerning the birth of his son 

Thalo. As well, in this Ig-

niter you‘ll find a reflection 

on the junior high ski trip 

that took place this last Feb-

ruary. 

With Earth Day 

coming up on April 22, the 

Igniter brings you both sides 

of a very relevant but con-

troversial debate for Chris-

tians today: ‗How should we 

go about treating the envi-

ronment?‘ Whether you are 

totally into ‗going green‘ or 

think that environmentalism 

has gone too far, these arti-

cles offer a lot of food for 
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The Jr. High students 

went to Holiday Mountain 

February 12th 2010. We had to 

be at the school before 6:00 

am. The trip was two and a 

half hours long. When we got 

there everyone followed the 

ski hill staff to the rental shop 

where we got all our equip-

ment. After that some people 

went with an instructor to get 

lessons or went for an evalua-

tion to immediately go on the 

slopes to go skiing.  

Some people had 

wiped out, but most of the 

wipe outs were not so bad. 

However, we had one person 

go to the hospital. A few 

people like me were mildly 

injured. 

Mr. Rol-

galsky 

was snow-

boarding 

and he had 

a bad wipe 

out and 

fell on his butt. And he was 

sore for a long time. 

There were three 

buses: One of them left at 

3:30 pm and the other two 

left at 4:00 pm.  I thought the 

ski trip was fun. I don‘t know 

what everybody thought about 

the ski trip but I know one 

thing everybody liked. It was 

the McDonalds that we went to 

in Winkler for supper. Then 

we went back and it was an-

other two hours from Winkler 

to the school. In the end every-

one had fun and enjoyed it. 

   

Junior High Ski Trip 

By Jackie Hildebrand 

―We had one 

person go to 

the hospital…‖ The Igniter Team  
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Not Too Much 

By Erika Penner 

These days, concerns 

about the environment are every-

where and people are doing what-

ever they can to care for and sup-

port the earth. Christians are 

printing their names all over the 

topic and helping to make the 

world green again. But the ques-

tion is, does it really matter? 

Should Christians really 

care so much about environmen-

talism? People should not trash 

the environment or suddenly stop 

being aware of their wasteful 

habits. It says in the book of 

Genesis that God took Adam and 

placed him on the earth to take 

care of and work on it. 

But Christians also be-

lieve that the earth is only tempo-

rary and will be destroyed by 

God in the end. 2 Peter 3:10-12 

reads, ―The elements will be de-

stroyed by fire‖ and ―the earth 

and everything in it will be laid 

bare,‖ referring to the end times 

and the destruction of the heav-

ens and the earth. The world will 

be destroyed anyway, why pre-

serve it so it can die? 

Some Christians put their 

possessions or ―things‖ ahead of 

their relationship with God. Simi-

larly, there are people who have 

become so absorbed in taking 

care of the environment that they 

end up idolizing it. Spending too 

much time on saving the environ-

ment can cause Christians to 

spend less time with God, result-

ing in a loss of faith. Christians 

can lose sight on what really mat-

ters if their main focus is helping 

the earth. 

Also, if Christians begin 

caring too much about the envi-

ronment, they begin treating it as 

though it is more important than 

people. Christians should be out 

saving people, not the earth. In 

Mark 8:36 it says, ―What good is 

it for a man to gain the whole 

world, yet forfeit his soul?‖ Even 

if Christians manage to make the 

world green again, they would 

not have accomplished their real 

mission—to bring the gospel to 

everyone. 

Environmentalists are of-

ten seen spreading awareness for 

endangered species such as 

whales, polar bears, tigers and 

owls. Though their concern for 

the animals is relevant, they have 

no sympathy or concern for hu-

mans. People should be put be-

fore animals; that is something 

everybody should remember 

when they are worrying about the 

environment. 

Therefore, although the 

environment is still important and 

should not be taken lightly, it is 

crucial to remember that God cre-

ated the earth for people to care 

for, not obsess over. Christians 

often forget that fact and end up 

dedicating their lives to earth, 

instead of God. That is why the 

environment should not be an 

extremely important issue for 

Christians. 

 

 

The Environment: Should Christians Care or Not  Care? 

www.cartoonstock.com 

ñThe earth is the Lordôs and everything in it, the world 

and all who live in itò Psalm 24:1  
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The Environment: Should Christians Care or  Not Care? 

A Fair Amount 

By Steph Hiebert 

There are two very good 

reasons why Christians should 

care for the Earth. The first rea-

son is that in Genesis 1:28 and 

2:15, God told us to care for the 

Earth.  The second reason is 

that God himself found creation 

to be good. Let‘s take a closer 

look at what the Bible has to 

say. 

In Genesis 1:28 God 

blessed Adam and Eve and said 

to them, ―Be fruitful and in-

crease in number; fill the earth 

and subdue it. Rule over the 

fish of the sea and the birds of 

the air and over every living 

creature that moves on the 

ground.‖At another time God 

took the man and put him in the 

Garden of Eden to work it and 

take care of it (Genesis 2:15). 

The verse clearly states that 

God left us in charge of taking 

care of the Earth, so what does 

being in charge entail? Since 

God put us in charge of all 

creation, humans are in a sense 

kings and queens over the 

world. Using that analogy, rul-

ers care (or should care) for the 

servants and people in their 

kingdoms. Let me put it this 

way: We (as humans) rule over 

the fish of the sea, birds of the 

air and over every living crea-

ture that moves on the ground, 

as God commanded. Does that 

not mean that we are Kings and 

Queens of the Earth? That we 

should take care of the Earth? Be-

cause as royalty we have the power 

to do so. We have the authority and 

ability from God to make sure that 

the Earth functions as it should. 

Although God loves humans most 

of all, he also cares for the rest of 

his creation. Jesus said, ―What is 

the price of two sparrowsɂone 

copper coin? But not a single 

sparrow can fall to the ground 

without your Father knowing 

ÉÔȱ ɉ-ÁÔÔÈÅ× ρπȡςωɊȢ  Sadly, our 

human race is not living up to our 

responsibility to care for God‘s 

creation. We mess things up really 

badly. We‘ve ruined and continue 

to destroy many of the unique fea-

tures and places our planet con-

tains. There are many animal spe-

cies that have been completely 

wiped off the face of the Earth. We 

did that. We‘re responsible for 

making species extinct and destroy-

ing the beauty of nature‘s wonders. 

We put a price on pieces of land 

and use that land to build more cit-

ies and create more pollution. With 

all the damage we‘ve done, I think 

that God would say, ―This is no 

longer good. But I love them and 

will help them out if they ask.‖ 

Everyone knows the story 

of creation. God created everything 

in six days and rested on the sev-

enth. For every day he created 

something, he said that it was good, 

and when he made humans, he 

called us VERY good. I‘m not de-

nying that humans are, as I‘ve said, 

the most important feature of Crea-

tion. However, the point is, God 

likes everything he created. He cre-

ated the birds, the beasts, the 

beauty you see in a sunset. Every-

thing! He said it was all good. 

Every little detail about nature, 

God created it! And He created it 

to be good, so shouldn‘t we take 

care of what he found and intended 

to be pleasing? Yes! The problem 

is, we don‘t. We damage our envi-

ronment and take resources for 

granted. We forget that rulers have 

responsibilities to the things and 

beings they rule over. We need to 

remember our responsibilities, and 

to keep in mind that resources will 

run out one day if we don‘t take 

care of them. 

 Caring for the Earth does 

not need to be an obsession, but 

neither should it be neglected. It 

can be simple things such as look-

ing after what you use and treating 

the environment with respect. Peo-

ple tend to forget about the Earth 

and devote their lives to their own 

interests. However the Earth – 

God‘s good gift to us - should not 

be forgotten.  This is why it is im-

portant for Christians to care for 

the environment.  
 

www.cartoonstock.com 
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 For possibly hundreds of 

years, children and adults have 

regaled others with silly and 

whimsical mischief which in-

clude joy buzzers and *ahem* 

whoopee cushions on April 

Fools‘ Day. Joyful squeals of 

laughter fill every home as 

mostly harmless pranks are 

pulled lovingly on friends and 

family. 

 Although the derivation 

of the cherished holiday is un-

clear, tradition states that it may 

have originated when the Gre-

gorian calendar (the type of cal-

endar we use today) replaced the 

Julian calendar at the very end of 

February 1582. Anyone who still 

used the old system would then 

be considered a fool, or perhaps 

an ―April Fool‖. 

  Today, April Fools‘ Day 

is celebrated by creating an 

elaborate 

hoax story 

in the 

newspaper 

or just by 

deploying 

a whoopee 

cushion on 

your hoity

-toity 

Aunt May. 

Even upper class folk enjoy a 

civilized shenanigan on the jovial 

holiday. If you (the reader) are 

labored to find a clever gag to 

play on an unsuspecting friend, 

look no further. In this paper you 

will find a plethora of amusing 

gags that can be played safely, 

but you must remember to al-

ways play in good 

taste. 

 April Fools ‘ 

Day has changed over 

the past 500 years, 

though the spirit of the 

holiday remains the 

same; to relish in the 

joy of bamboozling a 

friend or classmate, 

and if you are really 

daring you could try one on your 

teacher. Always remember to 

keep the tricks safe, and always 

know how to take a joke when it 

is played on you. 

April Fools Day 

By Benjamin Fast 

Interview With Mr. Polinsky 

By Jackie Hildebrand 

A-Thalo was born on February 

17 at 8:33 am and he weighed 6 

pounds and 11 ounces and was 

19 inches long. 

 

Q-Who does he look more like 

you or Mrs. Polinsky? 

 

A-We don‘t know yet, but from 

what we can see he has ear 

lobes like me and he has pointy 

ears like my wife. 

 

Q- Are you guys really busy 

with Thalo? Do you have a lot 

of visitors? 

 

A- Like most babies they take up a 

lot of energy and we have many 

people coming over. My parents 

came all the way from British Co-

lumbia to help. 

 

Q-Have you guys brought Thalo to 

church? 

A-We brought Thalo to church 

once but he slept through the ser-

vice.  

  

Q-What would you two have 

named your baby if it was a girl? 

A-We are not going to tell anyone 

just in case we have a girl. It‘s a 

secret. 

I interviewed Mr. Polinsky 

about the new addition to the 

family, baby Thalo.   

 

Q- How did you come up with 

the name Thalo and what does 

it mean? 

A-When my wife was still preg-

nant we called him baby blue 

and later on when Thalo was 

born we decided to call him 

something that meant blue. 

Since we are both artists, we 

decided on  the name Thalo 

which means deep, deep blue. 

 

Q-When was Thalo born? 
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April Foolsõ Day gags: 
 
Saran Wrap the toilet seat 

Deploy a whoopee cushion  

Wear a Joy Buzzer 

Create a Phony Answering 
Machine Recording 


