
earthquakes to remind us of 

that. But overall, this school year 

has been pretty amazing, and I 

think we need to remember that 

more often. SCHS not only offers 

the benefits of small class sizes 

and an excellent education 

program, but also the opportu-

nity to accept, grow in, and be-

come grounded in a faith in Je-

sus Christ. While this is only my 

first year at SCHS, I’ve come to 

realize and appreciate the 

deep sense of school spirit and 

unity. 

Within this final Igniter, 

you’ll find a recap on the 2010 

Chamber Tour trip 

to St. Louis, a de-

bate upon the 

value of home-

work, and an arti-

cle about how 

politics relate to students. Also 

included are interviews with our 

very own Mrs. Braun, I think I can 

say for all of the Literary Com-

mittee that we’ve enjoyed pro-

ducing the Igniter for you, 

and we hope you’ve had 

just as much fun reading it. 

We wish the grade 12s all 

the best as they will not be 

returning to SCHS next 

year, and we hope that 

everyone enjoys an awe-

some summer! 

 This issue of the Igniter is 

the last of the school year, as 

June is drawing to a close. 

Overall, it’s been a pretty 

amazing year. Since last Sep-

tember, our cross-country 

team won provincials, cham-

ber choir took gold, and our 

school raised almost $10,000 

for World Vision at 30 Hour 

Famine- not to mention start-

ing a new decade. Outside of 

school, our Canadian Olympic 

team broke the record for the 

most gold medals won at a 

Winter Olympics, our final gold 

won with our boys sending the 

Americans back home, as Sid-

ney Crosby put a 

puck past Ryan 

Miller in overtime 

to win the men’s 

hockey champi-

onship.  

          Not that everything’s 

been rosy; we’ve got the con-

tinuing Gulf Spill Crisis and the 

aftermath of numerous deadly 

Letter from the editor                      Luke Reimer 
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Special Points of Interest: 

Our accomplishments 
this year 

Armani and Democ-
racy 

A look inside a teach-
ers life         

Storms and medals 

Too much School? 

The Igniter team 
thanks you for engag-
ing in our little pro-
ject. We had so much 
fun learning about  
the newspaper writing 
process, diving into 
topics,  plunging in to 
the depths of creativ-
ity and wading 
through the  plethora 
of ideas that would 
capture your imagina-
tion.  We hope that 
we brought some light 

and laughter to your 
school year.  

 

Erika, Steph, Jackie, 

Luke, Ben, 

 Miss Duerksen and 

Mrs. Thiessen.  



 The word poli-

tics conjures up images of politicians dressed 

in posh Armani suits, standing in elegant look-

ing rooms, yelling at each other.  As these im-

ages go through our minds, we cannot help 

but wonder how these people, whose skill 

base is seemingly confined to angry vocal 

outbursts, get to control the country. Now a 

days, most ordinary people have given up on 

the establishment known as ―the govern-

ment‖, and we have made a subconscious 

decision that politics are only for those with 

degrees at Harvard and Yale. I cannot blame 

the common citizen for losing faith in the fine 

art of politics, nor can I blame them for living 

their day to day lives not knowing what words 

such as capitalism , democracy, and liberalism  

mean. 

 Personally I am troubled by this. The 

more removed from politics one gets, the 

more power we give to those who have ―all 

the authority‖. It is because of our apathy that 

the rooms where our country’s decisions are 

made seem more like a piranha feeding 

frenzy in the southeastern Amazon. By remov-

ing ourselves from the decision making proc-

ess, we willingly allow those buffoons to man-

age our affairs, when clearly they are not 

even slightly capable to do so. It is hugely 

important for today’s youth to become ac-

tive in the political process, and start caring 

about what happens in Ottawa. We must 

make an effort to understand how the 

whole process works. It is time, for you the 

reader to take even a small interest in poli-

tics. By doing so, your voice will be heard in 

the upper echelons of our country’s capital. 

This will take power from the government, 

and give it back to the citizens of Canada 

where it belongs. 

As part of the ―non adult‖ world, you 

may feel intimidated by the hugeness of 

government and Ottawa may seem far re-

moved from your daily reality. Fair enough. If 

venturing into the federal or provincial politi-

cal arena seems daunting, perhaps taking a 

serious interest in your own student council 

would be a good place to begin. 

Whatever level of politics draws you, 

remember this. When it comes to politics in 

a democratic society, the people should 

not be afraid of their government. The gov-

ernment should be afraid of her people. 

  

Jackie:  What do you 

teach here at SCHS?  

Mrs. Braun: I teach 

grades 9-10 E.L.A. 

Jackie: Will you be a 

teacher next year? 

Mrs. Braun: Yes I will 

teach grades 9-10 E.L.A 

again. 

Jackie: What is your fa-

vourite music? 

Mrs. Braun: I like Skillet. 

Jackie: What would you 

choose Coke or Pepsi? 

.Mrs. Braun 

Mrs. Braun is no 

stranger to SCHS. She 

completed her Univer-

sity teaching practi-

cum here (where she 

learned teaching tips 

from the fantastic Mr. 

C Plett), has substitute 

taught here on multi-

ple occasions and now 

has been hired on for a 

term position. Jackie 

sat down and talked to 

her about herself and 

her job here.  

Mrs. Braun: I choose 

Coke. 

Jackie: What is your 

favourite name in the 

whole wide world? 

Mrs. Braun: It is 

Petra. 

Jackie: What 

university did 

you go to? 

Mrs. Braun: I 

went to the Uni-

versity of Mani-

toba and the 

University of    

Politics          Benjamin Fast 

Interview   Jackie Hildebrand 
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Winnipeg. 

Jackie: What is your 

favourite sport? 

Mrs. Braun: I like any 

sports that children 

would like. 



  

 Many of you have heard 

about the SCHS Chamber Choir’s 

success in St. Louis this spring. How-

ever, if you think it was as simple as 

driving south, 

picking up a 

few trophies 

and heading 

back to Can-

ada, you’re in 

for a surprise. 

No, there are 

many untold 

stories from St. 

Louis, and as 

a member of 

the choir, I would like to bring you 

a fresh take on the events occur-

ring this past trip. 

 VERY long rides shaped the 

course of the first two days, which 

were made entertaining by various 

episodes of Hogan’s Heroes etc. 

The bus stopped in Sioux City for 

the night, which will be remem-

bered for the incredibly loud trains 

which passed just outside of the 

hotel parking lot about three times 

per night! Upon the next morning 

being the birthday of yours truly, 

Neil treated the grade 10 boys to 

some classy pink tiaras to wear to 

the continental breakfast. By sup-

pertime, we had reached our des-

tination: the Crowne Plaza. A very 

fancy hotel, it seemed as if most of 

the guests were businessmen, as 

many suits and ties were seen in 

the lobby at any given time.  

 One day, the whole choir 

bussed down to the one and only 

St. Louis Arch. While the educa-

tional video nearly put me to 

sleep, the actual experience of 

being at the top of the arch was 

quite cool. We had to cram into 4-

foot cubicle elevators to ride to 

the observation deck at the arch’s 

highest point. After two elevator 

rides and a lot of photos, we 

(some of us quite literally) raced 

back to the bus, from which we 

drove to the Heritage Festival to 

perform. While the practice room 

was nothing short of a sauna, the 

choir sang very well, which was 

confirmed a day later, upon re-

ceiving a 1st place gold award for 

our class. 

 That next day was proba-

bly the craziest of our trip. Excite-

ment levels were high as the bus 

pulled up to the Six Flags Theme 

Park on the outside of St. Louis. 

The rides were amazing, although 

it began to rain in the late morn-

ing. Some of our more daring 

chamber choir members were 

bold enough to ride on the Super-

man, a ride consisting of a huge 

drop to the bottom. Although I’m 

a bit of a chicken when it comes 

to rides, I 

mustered up 

the courage 

to ride ―The 

Boss‖, arguably the best roller 

coaster at the park.  

While the morning was 

enjoyable, the afternoon was bru-

tal. I had just finished eating lunch 

at an overpriced pizza vendor, 

when it became apparent that 

most of the rides were being 

closed because of the rain. The 

weather kept worsening through-

out the afternoon: it seriously 

poured! The pavement was 

flooded with water, and the rain 

came down in sheets.  

Even-

tually, all of 

the Chamber 

Choir man-

aged to 

meet and 

leave the 

park. We 

later heard of 

a tornado 

watch!  

A f t e r 

sitting in the 

bus watching a part of the ―Back 

to the Future‖ trilogy, we trudged 

out to the recently rescheduled 

award ceremony. We did win the 

aforementioned gold, as well as 

the Spirit of St. Louis Award, given 

to the choir best representing 

their school (sort of a good sports-

manship award). Everyone was 

tired and wet and were relieved 

to get back to the hotel.     

Other memorable mo-

ments include: eating supper at 

the Hard Rock Café, singing 

hymns in the bus on our way back 

from Hard Rock Café, numerous 

McDonalds stops throughout the 

trip, and bribing Mr. Fast with 

Mounds chocolate bars. The ride 

home featured a quickly shut 

down rubber 

band war, and 

a  t i r e l e s s 

search for a 

Starbucks coffee joint. Also, a 

new member was added to the 

chamber choir during the trip: 

Brownie, now considered the offi-

cial mascot, was given out of ap-

preciation to Mr. Fast. All in all, our 

trip was fairly normal, or at least 

that’s what most think. But talk to 

any of the members of Chamber 

Choir, and you’ll find that our trip 

to St. Louis was anything but ordi-

nary. 
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Inside 
Chamber 

Tour 
2010 

Neil treated the grade 10 boys to 
some classy pink tiaras 

Chamber Tour                        Luke Reimer  



The majority of students grumble and com-

plain when a teacher assigns homework.  Yet, it is the 

teacher’s responsibility to do so. Once you set your 

mind to the positive side of homework instead of fo-

cusing on the negative side, you see that homework 

has advantages such as working with pressured 

deadlines, being able to figure things out without be-

ing able to ask a teacher 

While there are many negatives to home-

work, homework helps students to work with dead-

lines. In school, you hand things in for marks, and if 

they’re late you lose marks – no big deal! But once 

the real world hits, it’s no longer about losing marks. It 

moves on to losing money and worse yet your job! 

Homework has due dates. If you manage to make 

the deadline mark for these assignments, you gain 

plenty of practice for real world deadlines. It’s a 

teacher’s job to assign a due date for homework, 

and it’s a student’s responsibility to make sure that 

they get the work done on time. If they fail to get the 

assignment done on time, consequences may occur, 

but that’s just life. 

Being able to figure things out alone is an as-

set in life, because there isn’t always going to be 

someone to tell you what to do and when to do it. 
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When you get homework, you have to work through 

it alone, occasionally asking for help from a parent, 

friend or older sibling. It’s a key part of life. Being able 

to think for yourself is tough for some people, and yet 

for others it’s really easy. Without being able to ask a 

teacher for help on the homework, you learn to fig-

ure things out for yourself – an important part of life. 

The government has threatened many times 

to cut summer vacation to a length of two weeks. 

Without homework, the curriculum would go on for-

ever and there would be even less of a summer va-

cation, which would suck a great deal more. Home-

work speeds up learning the curriculum. The sooner 

the curriculum is taught, the sooner the course is fin-

ished. This is the best part of homework. I don’t know 

about you, but I enjoy summer vacation. 

Homework isn’t all bad. It may not be a fun 

task, but it helps you later on in life. You probably 

won’t be able to see that now, but when you’re 

older and you look back, you may very well be 

thankful for all the times you received homework dur-

ing school. Homework isn’t a fun task, but remember: 

it helps with future deadlines, thinking on your own 

and you get to enjoy two glorious months in the sun . 

Most students today would agree that after 

spending about eight hours at school—seven of which 

are schoolwork—it would be unreasonable to spend 

yet more time at home working. According to students 

in several different grades at this school, they have an 

average of about two hours of homework each day. 

But it goes without saying that almost every stu-

dent has experienced those days when they endured 

a long day at school only to get home and do home-

work for hours on end until finally, in the late hours of 

the night, they wearily trudge to bed.  

One thing people often do not take into con-

sideration is that while one student might spend thirty 

minutes on an assignment, another might spend three 

hours. It is downright wrong that one student can 

spend hours on frustrating homework while another 

quickly scrapes something together while a teacher 

just glances over them and marks them both as fin-

ished.  

Then of course there is the inevitable thought of 

how useful homework really is. Could it be possible that 

teachers sometimes give homework just for the sake of 

giving homework?  

Also, homework can often make for tired, 

weary, stressed students. Kids drag themselves to 

school, exhausted from doing homework on top of 

all yesterday’s hustle and activities. They cannot 

think straight and end up being completely unpro-

ductive throughout the day.  

After spending seven hours doing work at 

school, then two hours doing give or take, students 

are spending about nine hours of their day working 

(that is longer than some of our parents). Of course, 

this is all without the other educational activities; for 

example, many students are involved in sports 

teams or music lessons/practices. Some students 

have jobs as well. When are they supposed to find 

the time? 

The question is, when are we supposed to 

spend time with our family? Or our friends? When 

are kids allowed to just be kids? 

Too often the excuse is heard, ―I would love 

to, but I have homework‖. Last I checked, people 

put school into life. Not life into school. So would it 

not make sense to spend considerably more time 

living, being with friends and family, than doing 

schoolwork? We only have a few years to be a kid, 

so while we can, just let kids be kids for a while. 

By   Steph Hildebrand  

By   Erika Penner  


