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By Luke Reimer

Have you ever won-
dered what a drama
team and choir com-
bined would look like?
Well, it's about to be-
come a reality. For the
first time since 2006,
the SCHS is presenting
a high school musical!
Mr. Fast and Mr.
Polinsky have put a lot
of effort into preparing
for the play, which pre-
mieres on February
11th, at 7:00 PM.

A comical ro-
mance, the “HMS
Pinafore” takes place in
a culture where social
status determines how
marriages are arranged.
Unfortunately, Ralph
(Bryan Plett), a com-
mon sailor, secretly
falls in love with his

Captain's  daughter,
Josephine (Erin
Toews), who is of a
much higher class than
he. However, Captain
Corocan (Adam Krahn)
makes arrangements
for Josephine to be
married to Sir Joseph
Porter (Ryan Plett), a
snobby  high-ranking
admiral in the navy.
This seems to be a ter-
rible tragedy for Ralph
and Josephine, who
could never marry be-
cause of their social
barrier. Dick Deadeye
(Andrew Kampen), the
Captain's snitch, in-
forms Captain Corocan
about Josephine's af-
fection for Ralph, and
the Captain becomes
furious about it. How
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will this crisis be re-
solved? You'll have to
come watch the musi-
cal to find out, because
when a long kept secret
by a peddler called
'Little Butter-
cup' (Brittany Klassen)
comes out in the open,
the whole situation is
turned upside down.

So what else is
to look forward to
about the musical?
When asked about her
favourite part of the
musical, Erin Toews
replied, “Definitely the
singing and definitely
the high notes are a
highlight. 1 enjoy the
scenes where the
whole chorus is on
(stage). Those are a lot
of fun.”
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The plot
sounds very promising
as well. Andrew
Kampen describes a
suspenseful scene from
the musical “...when
the sailors are creeping
slowly across the deck
of the ship trying to
escort the forbidden
lovers to safety and are
met by an unexpected
adversary.” It appears
that the musical is di-
rected towards all au-
diences, whether you
enjoy comedy, singing,
romance or action gen-
res. There's only one
way to find out, but it
looks as if the “HMS
Pinafore” will deliver
an exceptional  per-
formance.
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Snow Fight

By Luke Reimer

A radiant sphere is hurled through the atmosphere
Time slows as the fused crystals anticipate impact

Frozen particles spray as the packed snow explodes upon its victim's head

He falls to the ground, but quickly revives

Grabbing his snéilled toque, the attacked becomes the attacker

The sniper flees fearfully upon being discovered
Discarding his mittens in the snow

Inevitably he is grabbed by a reaching glove bent on vengeance

In retaliation he is thrust into the blanketed ground
And is shoved fdast through a powdery snow drift
He lifts his head up, gasping for air




An Interview with Mr. Don Wiebe
By Steph Hiebert

| had the privilege to interview Wh at 6 s t he bi g ghmsworldinavels?
Mr. Don Wiebe, our custodian,iny ou6ve had t o cllveeamto aatl,
t he past mont h.Thefelva & beokes wattrpipee  {rabandaEngland,

person than just his job! upstairs in the music wing, a Scotland, Austria, Jamaica, Do-
sprinkler was broken. minican Republic and of course

What 6s your favourite part of UnitedStates.

your job? What are some of your previous

Ha ha, bugging the kids -but truth- jobs?

fully, building things. I’ve been a feed trucker, mainte-  Are there other things about you
nance guy, missionary and I’ve t hat we donét know?

What is the worst part of being worked at Pepsi. I enjoyed history as my favourite

the custodian guy? subject, my favourite food is full

The worst part would havetobe | f you wer endt pastrycolloset, mydfavaarite seara n ,

constantly cleaning the scuff what would you be? son is summer and my favourite

marks, because it’s something that 1’d be an educator. animal is the falcon. My favourite

can easily be avoided. out of Pepsi or Coke is Pepsi!

Hallway Etiquette

By Benjamin Fast

When the school bell resonates throughout the ramifications of hallway collisions; and they
the whole school, students rejoice because it sig-  can be prevented.
nals the end of their proverbial prison, if only for
one day. A stampede of students pour into the hall-
ways, yelling and shouting, not stopping for any-
thing. Suddenly a deafening “crash” fills the air,
books are airborne, pencils fly in every direction,

and a plate of fresh baked jelly filled cookies crash k : )
to the ground, spraying everyone within a 6 foot hand side of the hallway. Walking on the right hand

radius with warm raspberry jelly. A head on colli- ~ side of the hallway not only prevents hallway im-
sion has just taken place, one student and one  Pacts but also creates a more fluid flow of traffic.

Hallway collisions are a common occurrence at
school, the mall, or even church, and they are not
pretty. Just by following one simple rule you can
help minimize hallway collisions wherever you go.

Always make an effort to travel on the right

teacher collided into each other at the corner of Remember hallway collisions are never acci-

Main and Gym; their day will never be the same dents, and they can always be prevented! Don’t be the
again! Every day, students and teachers alike see Problem be the solution....walk safely.

The Igniter Team
Wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas
Benjamin Fast Erika Penner Luke Reimer Jackie Hildebrand Steph Hiebert
Mrs. Thiessen Ms. Duerksen




Good Santa Vs. Bad Santa: A December Debate

Staring Jackie Hildebrand and Erika Penner

C

While Christmas is
about Christ’s birth, it is also
about love and peace and
kindness, all of which the
imaginary story of Santa Claus encourages.

Santa Claus, in the modern world, is a childish
story used to plot out the goodness in little chil-
dren. According to the tale, Santa, an elderly man
with a long white beard and a belly full of laugh-
ter, will reward those who behaved themselves
throughout the year with marvelous presents.
While many children believe this, most grow out
of it when they reach mid-elementary school.

There is nothing wrong with putting the
image of Santa Claus in their heads. Little chil-
dren are prone to imagining things anyway, so
what difference does it make if they temporarily
believe or pretend that an elderly man will re-
ward them for their goodness that year? It’s fun
to imagine a round jolly man who slides down a
chimney at Christmas, delivering gifts that his
elves have made throughout the year to put under
the Christmas tree. While lying to your children
about Santa Claus is a very bad idea, the fun, tra-
ditional concept of a Santa Claus is safe to in-
clude in your family holiday festivities. Santa
Claus can be a fun way to give and receive gifts.

Other parts of Christmas that parents
celebrate are not religiously based, but Christian
parents do not have a problem including such
things as Christmas trees, chocolate, and material
gifts. So what difference does Santa Claus make,
as long as you truly emphasize the real reason for
Christmas? A child canenjoy the many traditions
involved in Christmas while remembering what
it’s actually all about: a celebration of Jesus’
Birth.
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Some say he is harmless. Others say he
is an elaborate lie. Still others say he is a
misconception of one Bishop Nicholas
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Nicholas was said to be a devout Christian who spent his life

(known today as Saint Nicholas), born
in the village of Patara during the third century. Saint

and inheritance obeying Jesus’ words to “sell what you have
and give to the needy” (Matthew 19:21). Despite  his

intentions, Saint Nicholas’ legend was turned into a com-

good

pletely irrelevant character, Santa Claus. I find it hard to see
the ancient Saint Nicholas as anything similar to our modern
Santa. And I really doubt that Saint Nicholas had any flying
reindeer or a countless number of elves.

Many people feel insulted by Mr. Claus’ offensive
mockery of our beloved Christmas. The simple way he forces
children’s minds into thinking that all the credit of their par-
ent’s grueling work belongs to him. All their shopping, plan-
ning, stressing and panicking for naught.

Christians have often expressed their concerns that
Mr. Claus has taken away from the real reason of Christmas.
They say it is unethical to teach their children to believe in
his existence. Other oppositions to the idea of Santa are that
Mr. Claus is nothing but a “symbol of commercialization for
the Christmas holiday” and is an “intrusion to their national
Mr.
Christmas holiday and more often than not is the bigger focus

traditions”. Claus demoralizes our own
of the season. People adore him; they worship him and they
give him their dreams. Who is this guy anyway? He seems to
be little more than a man who exists in every shopping mall,
wears a pointy red hat with a pair of bright red pants, a fake
beard and moustache, who happens to be a little round, while
spazzing out a lethargic “ho, ho, ho” every once in a while.

This is the part where I ask you “what do youthink of
this ‘Santa Claus’?” Do you really think he is a good example
and that gives parents an excuse to lie to their children about
the existence of him? Or do you think he is a fake that really
has no significance to Christmas at all? Take your pick...



News And Review
By Steph Hiebert

This past month has been packed with loads of activities! Let’s take time to think back to
November and remember the fun we had before Christmas Break takes us to a New Year!

Remembrance Chapel:

“There was tension, sadness and anxiety along with quietness...” proclaimed Raechell Koop. Re-
membrance Day Chapel had a lot of thought put into it. The students felt sadness with those who
lost loved ones who died in the war, and it hit home to a lot of people. There was a PowerPoint cre-
ated by grade 11 students of soldiers who have served, who were C.O’s or who died in a war. There
was a presentation by Chloe Feilberg about a relative who served in a war and she read a journal
entry that he wrote. The drama team also did a powerful dramatic reading, Marcus Buhler and Jackson
Loewen performed a piece on trumpet, and the chamber choir closed with a beautiful rendition of God Save
the Queen. filt was good!” stated Kiana Bergen.

Spiritual Emphasis Day:

“The speakers were great! I really liked the French dude. The movie was pretty cool too. s
I really enjoyed Spiritual Emphasis Day!” states Abby Koop. Spiritual Emphasis Day
was highly spectacular. There were presenters such as Teen Challenge along with Brad
Peters, Doug Reimer, Amanda Pelland, Claudia Doerksen, Patrick Friesen and Audrey
Guenther. The girls enjoyed having Claudia Doerksen give her testimony at their session. At some point dur-
ing the day, the grade nine to twelve’s were in the chapel listening to Mr. Friesen from Steinbach Bible Col-
lege speak. They also saw a moving drama to the song Everythingby Lifehouse on the projector.

Spirit Week:

' Spirit week was an interesting week. Superhero day with a movie in the chapel was

L/ great, but nothing was as interesting as seeing the students come to school in injuries!
There were crutches, slings and restrains for sore joints. Following the delicious break-

- fast hosted by the cooks of the cafeteria on Thursday, you could see the most interesting
== pajamas. From a distance, a handful of students on Senior Day did look like seniors at
SCHS Slow movements, gray hair and the talk to boot. Along with this came canes, hats and dressed up boys,
while girls wore dresses that are far out of style for school. You have got to enjoy seeing the spirit at SCHS!

Hootenanny:

On Wednesday November 11th the SCHS students were invited to attend the outrageously hilarious SBC tal-
ent show. Although not many students turned up for the event, the crowd still enjoyed themselves. The judges,
Karen Krahn and Dominick Bergen played the part of a married couple who just couldn’t get along for the life
of them, but did at the very end of the show. Karen said her rude remarks in Low German and with every
pleasant remark she said she had to take a gulp of Pepsi. Some of the many talents included a college student
imitating a hot dog, only to return to imitate a hamburger for a Dairy Queen hamburger. There were also a few
songs along with an amazing Magic Sticks performance. The judges provided additional entertainment with
seemingly random insulting comments, prompting the audience to frequently ‘boo’ in support! All-in-all it
was a very side-splitting evening. If you missed it, make sure you make it next year!




